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Brussels, 23.06.2020 
Dear Mr Chairman, 

Thank you for your letter dated 12 June 2020. 

With a view to address the economic consequences of the lockdown following the Covid-
19 pandemic, the Commission adopted on 30 April 2020 a delegated act introducing a 
support package for the EU's wine and fruits & vegetables sectors. 

The package represents a major overhaul of the wine support policy. Overnight, the 
Commission was able to shift support from long-term projects towards market measures 
to address the crisis through a range of measures: 

• Introduction of crisis distillation and crisis storage, leaving the flexibility to the

Member States to set support rates, quantities and modalities and also allowing for

these measures to be topped up with national payments;

• Aid rates for all measures increased by 10 %;

• Introduction of several adaptations of the measures as well as flexibilities for

beneficiaries;

Furthermore, the delegated act includes a major set of flexibilities for fruit and 
vegetables' operational programmes, allowing them to divert a bigger share of their funds 
towards crisis management. 

It has been widely recognised by the Commission, Member States, MEPs and 
stakeholders in the wine and fruit and vegetables sector that these measures are necessary 
and urgent. Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/592 entered into force immediately and is 
applicable since the 4th of May. The same goes for the improvements introduced for the 
fruit and vegetables sector. 

I would like to plead with you to see how essential it therefore is that the measures are 
fully welcome and taken on board by the Parliament. In the heart of the current crisis for 
the European wine sector, I am afraid it would be difficult to explain any objection to our 
wine growers and fruits & vegetables producers. 

MEP Mr. Norbert Lins 
Chair of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development European Parliament 
E-mail: Norbert.lins@europarl.europa.eu
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